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LETTER 


FROM THE 


Clergy of France 
Aſſembled at PARIS, 


_ "Li Holy K EATHER and Our LORD 


Page Innocent: XI. 


Arne out of Latin ee to 4 
the Original Lan. —— 
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Nor with leſs earneſtneſs oy „ „ LOS, the 
of your Holineſs, ed this concord to us, 
Scripture, that the Commonwealth was Gelzrius 
maintained by this double power, and the peace of man- hs mn” 
by a true und ing of the limits of each: As ,7 anafts- 
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Cap. 12. C 
F ES, onſeryed their: primitive, and ancient "Liberty. | 
But to. let paſs this Queſtion we Ly wht preciſely the 
words of the Council, nor the various ſenſes thereupon, nor hall 
. n the ſoils pulls of ir. 
1s much is clear, that this . 
th, nor good auners, as 2 pears-in many parts of this 
W — is already — =. and dilat And hence 


it ons, that ſince this cauſe of the Regalia, which concerns 
not Faith, nor good Manners, (the rules of which are neither to 
Tertullian he nor. diſpenſed with) but is to be referred to Diſci- 
de Virg. pli, 8 it may according to times, and place be altered, 
admit of. terms and expedients of accommodation. | 
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This being (as we ap ) the true ſtate of the Que- 
ſtion, Moſt Holy Father it with not be difficult to — 
mine the whole matter; for this ont —— — 
whether there be juſt reaſon for us, —— 
defence of the Liberties of ſome Churches, and being caſt 
therein at that Tribunal which (aſter the ancient cuſtom) we 
call the Judicature of this Kingdom, we ought: quletly to ac- 

quieſce-in the Sentence given agalnſt us, or otherwiſe to 
91 | oppoſcionrer the Repu! Ancdar ie: - PRran parts, 

u op ? parts, 
we'ptefer peace in the firſt I and are not aſtiamedto 
imitate that * K * Abbot of Vi 


iſch, a perſon as renowned for * Abbas 


his prudence, as his fortitude, whoſe words are theſe, The — 


be * ihe 2 22 e — 
to ve in 2 of, we 
may cauſe thi \andyin ſuouring off. the ruſt we 
bred. the Fe el. Norought we in this conjunctute to 
r or give a check to the | 
lefiatical affairs under the auſpicious conduct of ſo 
great a King: Incline your ntle ears unto us, (Moſt - 
Holy High Prieſt) and à little, hat a Ring we 
hve a King able Pets ae ray ta „ whoſe 1 
that are, peaceable I are 1 ta proclaim, exto 
their praiſes to all Nations, now crow ned Sith the 
glory ef peace. We wiſh, (Moſt Holy Father) that 
were onely preſent with us, to behold this worthy "object 
with your paternal. eyes, and ſee, how the. beſt of Princes 
mildly hearkens to the Biſhops ! how he favours the concern- 
ments of the Church! how he countenances good Men l with 
what reſolute authority he reſiſts the ſtubborn, and contuma- 
cious ,, and maintains, and Ar in us, which: 
f conferred on us from Cod! by his the, Ep 
copal Juriſdiction, which was once ec | 
forth/in its full brightnefs:- Now the P Abeara re- 
ſpect to our Decrees, and Authority, Diſci- 
pline is enforced by the Royal — Sec but, what whol- 
ſome correction the Hereſie'of the Proteſtants receives! how, 
they lament the loſs of their Churches hat numbers both- 
of Noble, and Common people are daily converted, 2 
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we — that whe: King 
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| 6.) whigh\Our Þ Fra ternal inteneſt 
2 — 7 ay likewiſe we 'deſire; that 
Sir mo <cauſe-of Ours, the World be diſturbed, or the 
peace endangered: or which reaſon, what in- 
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to Pope Innocent the Eleventh. 


fupreme Governour of the Church, and Directour of your 
Primacy, that he would ſo incline your mind to the coun- 
ſels of peace, that whatſoever. your HolineG ſhall act in 
purſuance . thereof according to the example of Ar Prede- 
ceſſors, may turn to the greater ion of that glory 
you have in Chriſt, and advantage of the Univerſal Church. 


Dated at Paris, the 
third day of Feb. 
Anno 1682. 
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dom; when we underſtood by your Letters of the 
third of February, hom til t Biſhops, and Clergy 
of France, which were 5% he aN b Joy of 
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in that ay 9.0 t it, that we 1 co 
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her With Ja ar aurhority.over the Univerſal 
erred by Diyine Right on our meek 

We Spirit. : but that we plainly! find, that 
luch abuſe ot the Negalia, the Diſeipline of the 
ch ul be ſubverted.,” and the Purity of 
<ndangered; ipaſmuch.as tbaſe words in the 


aregs mu then, be allowed, which place 
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| dans: If cho Chirches: hich re evmimitred to 
and 83 if the my themſelves and 
/ Rights were capable of 'being ſubju- 
| _ 7 Power, who 
ive their own - berty, as a ran 
ſom bur ices „ ai is a truth which you your 
ſelves: acknowledge, in that you _—_ : 
and declared it in another place. Thar rhe Right 
of. Regatia is 4 certain" Service, which in that 
ticalar, as far as concerns the Collation of Beaches, 
cannot ie impoſed, without the conceſſion, or at leaſt 
the aſſent ef tbe Church. What power had you 
therefore to oonſer this Right on the King? and 
lince the Sacred Canons forbid all abridgments of 
the Rights of the Church, how durſt it enter in- 
to your minds to give away fo large a ſhare of 
them? as if it Were in your power to te from 
. — * lo 525 S (os 
—— Clare va 1 1 
ſervedly , as a Light not onely 
of the allen, a1 niverſal Church) and 
what he excellently deliv — in o bk dreh. 2 
ve to Po enius relating to his f 
2 10 Pope Ex that to * the Keys were X 
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to the Clergy France. · 
though others hid © their: particular  Flocks "aſſigned 


to them, to him; the univerſal care of all was com- 
mitted, and that. Eugenius was © not onely 4 She 

herd of tbe Sbaep, ut of the: ghepberur them 
ſelues; and though other. Rrſhops- according to Cuno- 
aical Iuſtitution me te ſunmoned. in ra bear part 'of 
the turthen, yet. it: was le, tat mas inueſtœd with 
the, plenary Authority: Which words may ſerve to 
admoniſh you of the obedience: you? owe to this 
Holy Chair in Which we unworthy' thereof by Pi- 
vine Authority preſide : and to: cunſicler, that tho 
care ve have to diſcharge our Paſtoral Duty may 
be provaked at length to execute our Apoſtoſical 
Function, Which perhaps nur patiente and ſorbea- 


rance, in expectation of ydur repentance, may have 


Almighiy God, we do by theſe Letters 
x Racy aboliſh, and make void all thoſe Acts 
vou. have paſſed in your Aſſemb h touching the 
Regalia, with all Matters appertaining 
or ſhall be acted therein for the future; and that 
they ſhall for ever ſtand void, and of none effett ; - 
— oe in themſelves they really are null, and 
void without any ſuch declaration or Logs 1g cet 
tion from us. Howſoever we hope, that the mat · 
ter being better conſidered, you will by a ſpeedy. 
retractation conſult the fafety of your own Conſci-- 
ences, and the honour of the ican Clergy ; of 
whom, as there have not been thoſe wanting in 
times paſt, who like * have been 
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Giverice Rome the eleventh of April. 1682. 
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